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Honor Semniar 

In the Beginning




             “The Mystery of the Beginning”

To find the truth, one has to seek…

To find the answer, one has to question…

To find the meaning of both, one has to search beyond the Human Mind… 

To seek the truth of unanswered questions is not always easy, and perceptions of what is unknown territory, diversify greatly among our human kind. One can perhaps find truth in the law of science, or in the word of religion and spirituality, while another being can search for an eternity, and never find answers. Even if truth is attained, is it the whole and complete truth, or will there always be an additional entity to question for more? The last ten weeks in class, we have explored different interdisciplinary themes which has involved everything from the Big Bang theory, the creation of religion, to the anthropolocial study of how the beginning came about, and what it really means. I belive that by us exploring these various topics, have lead me to a greater understanding of  that there are no obvious answers, and that each individual can only enhance oneself for a greater insight of the truth by opening one’s outlook for all questioning. The cycle of questioning is a part of our existence, and we will continue to search for truth whereever we may go, however what would we do if we unearthed all the answers?…

 What is our world made up of? We create civilizations, inventions, and new history day after day, generation after generation, to further our knowledge of what is our meaning of life. We have history filled with information behind us, but do we really care? Do we have any proof that our human ancestors were less civilized and primitive than we are today? Many people believe that they were, but have these people considered that perhaps their definitions of civilized and primitive are not the correct ones, but rather just a different perspective and a stranger to the modern, blinded eye. Who are our first, true, ancestors? Perhaps the Old and New World monkeys, or maybe we are the children of God? Does science keep the key to unlock the truth? Why do many people in our world share prototypes of a God who can be associated with all good and all evil? And once again, is that our ultimate quest in life, to find out the truth of what happened in the beginning? What is the beginning? Think about it, what does “the beginning” mean to most people, what does it mean to you? 

Does human history have a meaning? Does the history of human beings in the world have any purpose, and does it show any pattern? Many people on this planet encounter and try to answer these questions. When I search inside of myself to seek my philosophical interpretation, in hope of a goal of some form of understanding, my reasoning involves one specific question,  “Do we need to search within our own unknowing hemisphere to find answers to the never-ending path in life? I might reach my satisfaction within in my existence, however for a different person, the reasoning and interpretations might be the opposite from my thoughts and feelings. The answer each of us encounters are conclusions which are perceived differently from individual to individual, no matter how much we as humans try to twist and turn the puzzle pieces, our ontology and analogy will never be specifically the same. I eye back at my personal background such as any human being looks back on his or her own past; it is our own personal history. History has its own meaning to all humans breathing in this world, however if I look at the concept from a wider spectrum, I also portray that the history behind us, even when each minute passes, there is a reason and a meaning to why history is created. I picture that not only do we as humans see the world and its history different, but is a part of “the survival of mankind”. We all need the history that is created; not only for finding reasons to get up in the morning, but also to be able to go to sleep at night; be prepared for bad and good; for wisdom of feelings of happiness or unhappiness; because after all, the meaning with the philosophy of history involves a very large part of man’s existence – the creation of our body, soul, and mind…

If Big Bang happened, then how and why do we have a circle of recyclable life that is depending on mother nature; pieces that fit perfectly into the puzzle, without any major complications? We, the leaders of this world, the highest survival of the fittest creature on the hierarchy, want the truth, but will we ever find it?…  Personally, I do not know, but if we ever will uncover the unsolved conundrum, I believe, will not be in the human capacity of understanding. Humans are too limited, at least as for what we know we can do right now with our brains and perception abilities. 

Why is it that people who believe in reincarnation, consider that all spices live in a cyclic time span, and that we just circulate from life-form to life-form? Are we, or is our united world’s existence linear such as in a time-line system. It started when Jesus was born year zero, and then we refer to B.C and A.D for an understanding of time – do all of us accept this notion?  No, of course not, many people do (otherwise we would not have this idea spread out all over the world), but many, many more people do not, and have their own understanding of time. The Native Indians believe in Mother earth, the Great Spirit, and the different Gods such as the Sun God plus Rain God, are all in charge of human’s daily happenings. The religion that possesses most followers, and is acknowledged as the biggest religion in our world today, is Christianity (Hitt, 57). However, what are the differences between the major religions, other than each religion have their own God and Holy book to believe in? Nothing, in my opinion, everybody is referring to the same God and is searching for an explanation to the unknown riddles of no answers. Why would a person make the decision to believe that religion speaks only the truth, and nothing but the truth, is that not depriving one’s soul from unattainable truths? 

Whether belief in a God, Goddess, or a Spirit, do they all not stand for the same thing? I think that Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism ect., all are fulfilling for desired purposes, for many people need at least one of them to be present in their lives and guide them through the day. Why some persons cannot live without religion is simple, they need to have an explanation about the unknown. Is a “God” all a myth? Since, in this world we have so many definitions of the word God, and even if there is/was a God, who of all these humans believe in the “right”one, is there a right one to believe in, or are they all the same doctorines? The holy book of any religion is filled with miracle stories that are supposed to provide evidence for the particular religion that the stories help to sustain; however, all religions accept these stories differently.  Usually, the one Higher Power that a person believes in, sees the other books as a false representation of the “real” God, and one will most likely not want to search for truth, since it is already in front of the eyes of the believer. It is actually impossible to convince a faithful human mind the opposite – that perhaps there is another truth out there, and there are perhaps no reasons, or no answers. If a God was the intelligent designer of universe, then that God would have had to be even more perfectly ordered than the universe.  However, if a God was even more perfectly ordered than the universe, and a God could exist without an external designer, then why not the universe? (Kolak and Martin 59). Claiming that a God does not require an external designer whereas universe does, does follow the train of logic. If we see truth and power in miracle stories, then should we not accept all of them, and not judge or praise one faith from one another? After all, we do not have any real facts that are united together to make one religion superior to other faithful beliefs, nor do we acquire one religion that connects all faiths of the world’s human kind into one unification.

To see an illusion of light, but then to wake up to see that the light is gone, is to once again have no answers to the real truth…

A system of survival of the fittest   

A world where there is no creative God

A mind of adapting organisms to a purpose

Living creatures are like any other kind of natural bodies, meaning that “they” have originated purely of chance of combinations of the elements…

Empedocles

Knowledge must ultimately be based on direct experience, and it requires that we must go beyond experience. Are most of the theories that we acknowledge true, or in which can we believe, and can we survive without them? I want to understand more of life and the reasons for it, so therefore I need to question and find enlightenment about theories we already have created, and see where the rationalization will lead me, perhaps an own theory. My only goal is to find answers, to broaden my “perception-of-life” horizon, and I would like to reach a place of new understanding where I have not been before…

 
Knowledge is not simply one belief because all of us on this planet carry different beliefs in our hearts and souls, however what is knowledge?  How would we acquire anything in this world if we didn’t believe that we had knowledge?  How could we live and produce science and future inventions if we didn’t have knowledge; however, is it really knowledge – or is it simply a belief? Do we conduct this deed only because we need people to help our inner selves for reasons to cope with the true knowledge of life and organisms?  If a scientist claim to know the answers to all unsolved enigmas, then do we absolutely believe and trust, or do we question? Knowledge is about the past, and it has a relationship to what one knows directly in the present. However, we do not have direct access to our past, only memories and experiences to go on, so basically, we have to go from something to acquire the “knowledge” from knowledge, but the question is, how?

What is mere opinion and what is truth? This question involve ideas and theories concerning the ultimate nature of knowledge, and the substantial, extensive query, entails words that split and break away from each other. There are billions of billions of various opinions in the world, and I see a close relationship between them and truth.  An opinion can be very strong and assertive as can truth, but in comparison with truth, the opinion cannot wander along the desirable path as far as truth can. I see truth being at the top of a pyramid, where opinion is on the base of the pyramid. Opinion is located along with all the other emotions such as senses and touch, however truth is beyond human beings’ comprehension. What is truth? How do we find it? All truth has its own course, it can be everything from falling in love to a murder trial, and all we need to do is to find the truth in a complicated dilemma. According to Aristiotle, “these various understandings of truth that we have, result from the activity of our minds…Ideas are based on the information that our senses receive from the outside world, but the ideas themselves are not received from the outside world” (Aristotele for Everybody, 133).   On the top of the pyramid, truth be found, but how do we get there, and will a person ever get there in his or her lifetime? I picture the pyramid as an absolute, ultimate, higher truth that a person might reach during a lifetime, however there is a Sky where no person will ever be able to find the whole truth. 

Who are you? First, you have to answer the question within yourself, and this concept is a necessary condition for the creation of an identity. We as humans, attach so many different manners of reasoning and thought processing to try to find answers about our personalities and identities, and we come to find out that we go through stages in life through constant flux. The belief system that is created for the human perception of self is nothing more than a concept that has been learned. Who is only a word attached and associated with very simple forms such as posing a question. As a result, at a later moment in time, we are actually able to give a straight & quick answer from our imprinted, informed minds, and respond to a non-complicated question – “I am…” You as an individual must have some sense of who you really are before you answer questions regarding yourself, because if you do not, then who really are you? Are you the same person as you were yesterday, or perhaps even a year ago, or can you associate any feelings, emotions, and perceptions with the ones that you felt and had a few hours ago?  I deduce that there is truth to the abstraction that we as humans most often combine name, age and perhaps hobbies to who we are, and are more likely to shuffle away answers to questions that requires an intimate closer thought and in-depth level of rationale. What are our psychological impacts of truth, and how do we deal with new information? Will our brains die out? Is it the ultimate end for human beings when and if we ever find the truth? We don’t know, but who or what does….

Many people in this world believe that humans can become millions and millions years old. However, to infer an opposite end-point of the spectrum is that the human body varies differently from within each special, individual’s soul in relation to the present. 
An idea that human beings have a unique function – finding the truth, finding wisdom and goodness, and finding that virtue is knowledge. 

An idea that by finding passionate truth, knowledge, and own identity is truly possible.







Socrates

Do we understand the meaning of universe? Not a chance, but we do philosophize about it. Do we have any founding knowledge to what we regard as a true fact, or is it all reasoning? By using inductive, and deductive reasoning one can draw conclusions from the famous scientific method’s hypothesis, and further build a theory, but finding a law for the beginning of the universe is a whole different matter. One cannot even imagine the vast space that the universe entails, only a part can be explained in smallest minimal of understanding. Does this unattained knowledge scare us? What is appearance, and what is real? What kind of reality does the universe have – is it mind, matter, or is it some sort of spiritual being? What kind of reality does one have as a human being? Many people have found faith in the Big Bang theory, but there is no real evidence that points towards the solving of our mystery. Perhaps there are no reasons for the human mind to understand, but does it not seem a little bit to ideal and real that the solar system, the complex biology of human life, and the molecular structure of plants, which are all apart of the universe, could all have been the result of mere chance?

The whole of the reality consists of a single motionless and unchanging substance, 

an immovable mass and in eternal and changeless stillness must always remain. 

That entire mankind thinks about Universe, of planets, stars, and galaxies – 

Is only an illusion, only mind can reach the truth, and when it has, then one will find out that reality is utterly different…

Parmenides

Why does it necessarily need to be a beginning of universe? Why do we almost always think linear, why not in a never-ending cyclic manner? I think it all comes down to whether we choose one way or another to act and respond, because after all, there is always a future waiting for us – for better or for worse. Any philosophy that is comfortable and that is satisfying to our minds, is a good enough explanation to not feel the need to question the unimaginable. Since in today’s world, science and technology come first, and as computers and microchips slowly takes over the development and creation of the human brain, our living minds will lose their power and ability, and perhaps even one day let go of the search of the unknowing to find the absolute truth. All of these interdisclinery themes that we have explores in class, are all satisfiable as long as people believe in them. There is nothing wrong to find truth in perhaps the Bible, or in the Big Bang theory, as long as an indivdual feels securtity and comfort in either doctorines. And as far as the beginning, I belive that no matter in what philosophy or ideology one may follow, there will always be some kind of questioning lingering around. Will we ever find out the answers to our own mystery of the beginning, or will it forever remain an unknown, hidden mystery?…

***Once again my philosophy of the truth leans only towards one direction, and that is finding truth by anwering the question of, why?….

            

 
WHY

The Unconsciousness created matter, living life, and everything else

For every being to question and seek truth

Who can reach the ultimate goal of understanding the Unconsciousness that is living within us?

That is its real reason for existing

We are nothing in the big scheme of things

We are just an essence of night and day for a purpose beyond our human comprehension 

When the art of questioning disappear 

Then there will be nothing more to explore 

The Unconsciousness in us will fade off

Unconsciousness sought us out

As it did for all other matter

When our external bodies are gone 

The creation of something else will prevail

It will continue to go on to the next level of knowledge

To seek truth

And so does the Quest for questioning continue on forever…
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